Science & Society in Dialogue & Collaboration
for Sustainable Water Management &

Adaptation to Global Change Impacts
In 4 Case Study Mediterranean River Basins
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Design realistic water
management options and an
adaptation plan for each case study river basin

Foster environmental and societal resilience at river basin level through an integrated,
stakeholder-driven water management planning

Enhance knowledge on water governance through collaboration between science and civil society

Strengthen public awareness on the urgency and relevance of tackling the effects of global
change, as well as community empowerment towards adaptive water management

Share common challenges, lessons learned and best practices on adaptive water
management planning in the Mediterranean

Transfer scientific results to policy options for response
measures to face global change impacts

“BeWater: Making society an active participant in water adaptation to global change” is a 3.5-year multi-actor
poroject (October 2013 - March 2017). It has received funding (2,934,724€ out of 3,588,713€) from the European

Commission, in the context of its 7th Framework Program (Science and Society initiative, Mobilisation and Mutual
Learning Action Plans: main-streaming Science in Society actions in research).
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Global Change
Challenges i

in the Mediterranean: Facing
water-related
socio-ecological
vulnerabilities

Deal
with the impact
of temperature and
precipitation changes Cope with Balance
on everyday life drought and rising water
flooding cycles demand with
available resources

Fight : :
J at river basin level

desertification,
erosion and salinization

Address
the restricted
engagement and ownership
on behalf of local communities in the

Prevent forest fires water adaptation strategies Tackle the

and tree mortality economic consequences
of global change
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Adaptive
Water Management
for building resilience
in the Mediterranean river basins

against global change impacts

Communicate
current
understanding

& evaluate

Responds
proactively
to current and
upcoming challenges
by sensing trends

With current water
management strategies

not being designed to accommodate

changing conditions, such as climate change, economic, social ana
political circumstances, BeWater seeks to promote adaptive water
management design, providing a framework for adjusting
approaches and integrating missing elements. It is a
cyclical process of rethinking, implementing and
evaluating the measures adopted.

(Re-)define
project

Monitor
implementation

Incorporates
stakeholder
feedback and
participation at
different levels
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Set
objectives

implement
selected actions

Overcomes
traditionally
rigid and purely
technocratic water
management
structures

Emphasizes the
need to keep a
flexible approach
considering the
changing nature

of identified
challenges and
to learn from

doing

¢ Global Water Tae CyPruUS /\
gt .. Partnership INSTITUTE C°’P°’°"°:.B'7

N Mediterranean

peco




Leveraging
the advantages of

adaptive water management:

BeWater methodological approach

and outcomes -
Building

upon the advantages
offered by an adaptive approach
to water management, BeWater adopts an
iterative process between the involved scientific partners’ knowledge and the
case study river basin local societies’ perspective. Scientific studies on global
change impacts at river basin level are confronted with the society’s
vision of current water management challenges. The ultimate
objective is to conclude to concrete proposals, to be taken
into consideration by competent authorities during
future decision-making processes.

concrete
identification
of the river basin
challenges through
workshops with
local stakeholders,

scientific partners and
representatives of
public adminis-
tration

designs potential
water management
options to address
the challenges by
leveraging all available
information

Translates local, validates the water

. o management options
case-study river basin together with the local

context into generic stakeholders, with the aim

. . . to prioritize the most feasible
adaptatlon gu|de||nes ones and use them as the

and P°||Cy models basis for the river basin
of national and adaptation plan

international relevance, empowers citizens

with a potential for to learn further on adaptive
water management, to share

application in further their knowledge and experience
river basins in with the Project consortium

. and the scientific community,
the Mediterranean

as well as to pursue

or around the world the adaptive water
management plan
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